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N E W S L E T T E R

SPRINGING AHEAD 2021
BY EDWARD

Well, we made it folks! It's been a
stressful year, to say the least, and
even though we've all lost a lot,
we're also reminded that we all
have a lot to be grateful for.

This Spring, as life returns to the
cold white plains and makes
everything lush, and green, as we
put away the snow shovels and tire
chains, let's try to remember that
this is a time for renewal and
rejuvenation. This is a time for
healing.

Now, of course, we could just sit
back and dwell on the dark days
behind us, and of course I recognize
how important it is to remember
where we've come form, or we can
focus on the brighter days ahead
and live our best lives, be our best
selves!

To me and the rest of the Chante
Project team the choice is clear.
Bring it on 2021, we're ready for you!

SUMMER                    1
BY EDWARD

After a cold winter, that seemed too
long and dark, the earth is finally
orienting its axis, as it does every
year, tilting the North Pole towards
the lifegiving sun. 

Spring is passing everyday and
summer is on the way, stretching
our daylight-hours, bringing life,
beauty, warmth, color, and potential
back to our gray landscape,
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SUMMER                      2

So with summer approaching, we
here at Chante thought we would
share with you some of the fun and
exciting summer programs we're
working on!

Chante, Nakoda Dakota Oyate (NDO)
Youth Council, Spotted Bull
Treatment Center, and other local
organizations will be bringing us the
Creator's Games. They're trying
something a little different this year
though. Creator's Games will be
held in four different communities
across the reservation (Frazer, Wolf
Point, Poplar and Brockton). 

Every week for four weeks Creator's
Games will be held in a different
community, sharing the fun and
togetherness of Creator's Games
with  everyone!

There will be archery tag, an
obstacle course, informational
booths, painted lodges, food and
much more!

SUSTAINABILITY          1
(WHAT WE LEAVE
BEHIND) BY MARTY

As our project draws to its
conclusion, our thoughts turn
toward the future of our students, 
 the schools,  the communities we
serve, and the mark we've made.

Among young people in every
community our impression is felt,
through the access and one on one
interactions our students have with
their school's coordinator. And, it is
our pleasure to report that our
students are improving
academically (even thriving),
despite the challenges that they
were facing this past year, and
although these are both good
measures of success, the most
meaningful piece of Chante will be
what we leave behind.

In every junior high or high school
on our reservation, Media Arts in
Public Schools (MAPS) Media
Institute (Hamilton, MT) have set  up
media arts classes. These classes
allow students a voice and a
creative outlet for self-expression.

Our goal was to create a self-
sustaining media arts program that
the schools could continue with
when Chante concludes. To that
end, we have provided each school
with state of the art audiovisual
equipment (cameras, editing
equipment, microphones, lighting...
etcetera). These tools are an
investment in the future of our
students.
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Marty Reum (center), assisting students at Wolf Point
Highschool during Mr. Murdoch's MAPS class.



SUSTAINABILITY         2

The work that MAPS is doing with
students will create a record that
will outlive the Chante Project, and
set an eye on what it means to be
Native American today; what it
means to be a young person on Fort
Peck Indian Reservation; and, the
resilient spirit of young Native
people.

Every school on the reservation has
implemented a new student success
tool, Xello. Xello is a college and
career tool that inventories a
student's aptitudes and skills. Xello,
when used with school resources
like a guidance counselor, can help
students identify a field of study
and a career path that best suits
their individual talents and builds
upon a student's strengths.

Xello has a lot of potential to guide
students and zero a student's focus
on a particular path. Within Xello
there are milestones and roadmaps
which keep a student engaged with
their goals and on track toward
their college and career path.

Sylvan Learning, offered at all
schools, uses advanced teaching
methods and an individualized
approach to learning that gives
students the attention they need to
become successful. 

With the challenges presented by
Covid this past year, Sylvan has been
instrumental in reaching our
students, whether at home or in
school. Sylvan has proven to be a
valuable tool for the emerging
online learning environment.

SUMMER                      3

For more information about events,
or program opportunities, please
visit our website:
www.chanteproject.com/chanteyua,
our Facebook, or email your school's
Chante Coordinator.

Rhonda(Brockton):
RSorensen@brockton.k12.mt.us
Molly(Poplar):
Molly.Redpath@poplarschools.com
Janaeya (Wolf Point):
jsutherland@wolfpoint.k12.us
Ron (Frazer):
RMartin@fpcc.edu 

Bring out your bathing suits,
barbeques, and sunblock, because
Chante wants to spend the summer
with all of you!
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SUSTAINABILITY         3

We've been able to meet the needs
of our students with the programs
and approaches I mentioned above,
and many others I haven't
mentioned (whether it was a
cooking class or guitar lessons,
afterschool tutoring or FAFSA night,
college campus visits or senior
lunch with FPCC President Haven
Gourneau), and with cooperation
from the schools, teachers,
administrations, and others. It takes
a village to raise a child, and Chante
has done our part, and our students
are doing their part, to reach their
goals and achieve their dreams.

Ultimately, when all is said and
done, if a student we've reached is
able to look back at our involvement
in their success, that will be the best
measure of success: helping our
students reach their potential and
allowing them the space and tools
to learn, grow, and heal, the hard
work they put in and their personal
accomplishments belong to them
and to the Creator,
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Breath and
be present,

think and be
thoughtful.

At Frazer Schools students play a college preparedness
game (Crash Course), facilitated by Tricia Seifert of MSU
Bozeman.

CATCHING UP               1
BY ROXANN

Hello my relatives! I just wanted to
take a moment and let everyone
know a few things that the Chante
Project has been working on this
past winter, and some of the
projects we have lined up for the
summer. 
 
Time has been strange this past
year. On one hand it has traveled
slower, yet looking at the calendar,
the school year is quickly slipping
away.

It certainly has been a strange year,
not just here, but everywhere. As a
school engagement coordinator, I
cover two schools, Brockton and
Poplar. Both schools are back in full
session, with few students, “opting
out,” and learning from home. As a
former teacher, part of me is
inwardly stressing over how our
students are going to, “catch up”.
Then the, “unci,” or grandma, in me
worries about the mental wellbeing
of our children.



One week, teachers learned how to
create QR Codes and place them on
a dice template. This kind of activity
is fun for students and teachers.
Most of the tools they offer are
compatible with Google Classroom,
meaning that they translate to
online learning. 
 
This winter, Brockton Schools
hosted Crystal Redgrave for two PIR
days. The topic was Culture based
education, and Culture based lesson
planning.  The course was framed
around cultural values, ways of
knowing, ways of doing, and ways of
believing.  
 
Our Xello (a skills and aptitudes
inventory for college and career
mapping) evaluations indicate that
we have a lot of students who are
very interested in art. Looking
forward, the Chante Project can
help our leadership plan career
pathways in creative fields, for our
young artists, with the FPCC Buffalo
Chasers!  
 
FPCC recently had a Preview Day.
Local schools took part in a zoom
session with student services.
School counselors are interested in
showcasing the local tribal colleges
as well as Universities and Technical
colleges.

CATCHING UP              2
BY ROXANN

Overall though I wonder, Creator
must have wanted us to slow down
and be mindful of each minute and
each other.

Things are slowly returning to
normal. It is still important to be
careful as we do not know a lot
about the Covid virus. Getting
vaccinated will help slow down the
virus and give us added protection,
and that is worth a little peace of
mind.
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Pictured left, Roxann (Aunty) Smith, facilitates a "Lunch
with FPCC President Haven Gourneau," for the junior
and senior classes. Each high school on Fort Peck Indian
Reservation had a chance to break bread with President
Gourneau and discuss the merits and opportunities of a
college education.

The Chante Project facilitated an
online professional development
workshop for local educators. Dr.
Shari Okland and Harmoni
Campbell are the instructors.

Both Shari and Harmoni are
educators from Mayville State
University, in North Dakota. They are
offering a variety tech tools that
teachers can integrate into their
classrooms.



The focus of their research is to
attempt to revise the tribal code,
which tends to be punitive when a
person has ideations of suicide. It is
a very difficult topic yet necessary to
help people suffering from
depression and anxiety. We have
lost many people to suicide on our
reservation and its time that
something was done about it.
 
Finally, I wanted to compliment
Chante's coordinators, without their
support  nothing we've done would
be possible. 

Molly Redpath is our Chante
Coordinator in Poplar, and as they
say, she’s busy as a “one-legged
fancy dancer,”

Rhonda Sorensen, out in Brockton,
is a tireless resource and advocate
for our students. 

Janaeya Sutherland is very well
liked by her students and her office
is always full of young people,
stopping by for a chat or a snack. 

Ron Martin represents Chante in
Frazer. An athlete and scholar, Ron
is a role model for collegebound
high school students. 

I speak for the whole Chante team
when I say, each coordinator has
something unique that they bring to
the table, their own creative spirit
and energy. We are proud of them
and we are grateful for their bravery
and the sacrifices they made during
this pandemic.

Some of our schools are hesitant to
take actual on-the-grounds college
tours at this point, however we are
planning virtual college tours for
students to explore. One that
impressed me was Institute of
American Indian Art (IAIA). As I
mentioned, we have a lot of
students who are interested in art,
graphics, and media.   
 
This past month I spent hours,
“Zooming." We were invited to
attend a follow-up session to a
Restorative Justice practice training
we took earlier, from Resolutions
Northwest.  Because we took this
training, we were invited to take
part in a suicide prevention
collaboration with the OPI wrap-
around crew; a Harvard University
research class wanted to collaborate
with Ft. Peck Reservation in hopes
of helping with the high rate of
suicide and self-harm on our
reservation.

CATCHING UP              3
BY ROXANN
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Wolf Point's Native American week with MAPS, Nakoa
Heavy Runner, and Chante, students gave brief
interviews for a short documentary about identity called,
"I Am."



COORDINATOR CORNER
BROCKTON BY RHONDA

I recently had  the privilege of
spending the afternoon with Carly
and her 7th graders, playing Crash
Course, a college readiness game. 

This game was developed to help
students to better understand
college life and what it takes to be a
successful student. 

The students who participated had
so much fun playing. They learned
about study sessions, work study
and much more. At the end of the
class we had them tally up their
scores and the winners got a 
 Chante water bottle. 

This game kept the attention of the
students and engaged them for the
full class period. The first game was
such a success, Tricia Seifert (MSU
Bozeman) returned to play Success
Print Crash Course with even more
students from Brockton. She played
with freshman, creative writing
class, and the 7th graders. Tricia
was impressed with how well the
7th graders did and how they used
strategies to win! 

The goal here is to get as many
teachers (including our counselor
Mrs. Solemn) and students to play
this learning game as possible!

Brockton has been working with
Dru Car (MAPS media). He's
teaching the students photo
journalism. The students are love
taking pictures and we have some
very talented students.
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Dru brought in a special guest Tailyr
who lives in MT and takes photos
for national geographic. The
student's most recent assignment is
to put together a themed moving
slideshow. I'm looking forward to
the outcome! 

Sylvan is going great in the junior
high. We are seeing math and
reading scores improve. .

We have two teachers offering
afterschool tutoring. Tutoring is
going well and students are
enjoying the extra help!

WOLF POINT                 1
BY JANAEYA

This school year has been flying by!
In our last newsletter, we were just
getting started with podcasts in Mr.
Murdoch’s current events class.
Since then, the students have
finished up their podcasts & started
photojournalism at the beginning of
3rd quarter. It has been really fun
these last few weeks working with
the students & seeing the creative
photos they come up with.

Students in Ms. Carly's class connect with MAPS Media
Institute over Zoom.



FRAZER 
BY RON

I would like to start off by saying,
working in Frazer is a wonderful
experience! Seeing students be able
to have access to tools to bring out
their potential and creativity is an
amazing experience. 

All the programs and projects we’ve
introduced have been such a
positive way to improve academic
and creative abilities. Our
afterschool tutoring program has
been the longest and most effective
program since October. Students
can get the help they need in order
to make up work and/or get
assistance in classes they are having
difficulty with. Ms. Hinchcliff, Ms.
Poserio, Mr. Crotty and Mr.
Rodriguez have been the main
reason the program has lasted so
long. 

Another afterschool program will
have in place is a “Making a Hand
drum” class with our Native
American studies teacher Mr. White.
Teaching students about culture is
an important factor especially for
today’s generation.

Sylvan learning has been a
successful learning tool and we've
seen marked improvements at
Frazer and across the reservation.

MAPS media project is a fascinating
class we’ve been delighted to
introduce. Ms. Zuchowski (Ms. Z) is a
Rockstar in that class, with her
energy its sure to always be
interesting, exciting, and
educational.
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WOLF POINT                2
BY JANAEYA 

This spring myself & Rhonda
Sorensen have worked with 130
students grades 9-12 to get their
college & career assessments on
Xello finished. Most students seem
to really take interest in what
careers they get matched with! 

The Chante Project has also helped
get some after school programs
going at WPHS. Guitar lessons with
Mr. Montgomery, Ms. Welch has a
ribbon skirt after school program,
we have had a great turnout with
junior high girls & they should be
finished with their skirts soon!

Wolf Point Highschool students prepare to climb the
indoor climbing wall at MSU Billings, during a recent
campus visit.



COORDINATOR'S CORNER             
POPLAR BY MOLLY

Sylvan English Class consisted of 10
students. The final report came out
and all increased their grade by one
level, which is a huge success! Each
student was given coins for their
participation. One student was able
to buy a new backpack of his choice.
He was very excited as he told me,
"Mrs. Redpath, I earned this
backpack myself” and I responded,
“Yes you did and I am so proud of
you”. Also certificates were given out
for perfect attendance and overall
participation. Sylvan Math Class just
started with 10 students
participating. I look forward to those
grade levels increasing as well.

Restorative Justice Circles continue
to be a big hit here in Poplar. The
kids really enjoy sharing their ideas. I
remind each student they are unique
in their own way and I want to hear
what they have to say as it is
powerful! I remind them these are
the tools they need to be successful
in life.

Tutoring Class will continue this
semester, but with a twist. Students
can come Mondays and Tuesdays
and if they do, they can join us for
Board Game Fun Night on Thursdays.
Mrs. Ferguson and I enjoy helping
the students and the students really
challenge us on board game night.
We continue to offer snacks and a
safe bus ride home.

Indian Club continues to meet on
Fridays. This winter, we have been
busy doing some indoor community
service. Each student who earns 20
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community hours gets a Poplar Nike
N7 Backpack with their name
embroidered on it. So far we have 14
members participating and we are
hopeful to be doing some outdoor
work soon as the weather warms up.
Be on the lookout for our signs
MAINTAINED BY THE BUFFALO CALF
PEOPLE INDIAN CLUB.

I had the pleasure of decorating our
hallway message board this semester
with Mrs. Kohl’s Restorative Justice
Class. We wanted to remind
everyone to continue to wash and
sanitize their hands, stay six feet
apart, stay home if you are sick, and
mask up! Our message was also
written in Dakota language by Ethan
Three Stars.

The Buffalo Unity II Project is off and
running! Tahj Kjeland from Express
to Speak out of Missoula, Montana
was here to visit Mr. Turcotte’s
Language Classes on January 25 and
26th. All students got the chance to
participate in an essay writing
contest to be considered for the
project.

The Chante bulletin board, where Molly and middle
school students update Poplar Middle School's staff and
students about Chante's events. Decorated by students.


