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Forward
The courses you take, the activities you participate 

in, and the way you choose to conduct yourself have a 
huge impact on the options you will have available to 
you upon graduation.  

Take advantage of the many opportunities 
available to you in high school to ensure that you 
have the best chance possible of achieving your 
personal goals.

When it comes down to it, know that you have the 
next four years to set up the rest of your life!



Agenda

•Transition to High School

•Graduation Requirements

•Course selection for 2021-22



Middle School to 
High School Transition

Moving on to high school 
from middle school is an 
important event in your 

education.  New 
experiences, new friends, 

and new responsibilities 
are in store.  Your 

teachers, counselors, and 
principals are here to help 

you make a successful 
transition.



The Rules of the Game Change.

• Promotion is out.  You must pass 
each semester of each class to earn 
your credits.

• Tests abound.  Final exams, CRT, 
ASVAB, PSAT, SAT/ACT, etc.

• Career exploration expands.  Post-
secondary planning is the focus.



ACADEMICS…

• Core subjects designed to provide students 
with a well-rounded education.

• Elective courses to provide opportunities to 
explore vocational interests and develop 
practical skills

• Opportunities to earn college credit while in 
high school (Dual Credit)

• Special programs that promote academic 
development

• Chante’ Grant Activities



Your Grades Count!

• Grade Point Average shows how you did 
overall in all of your courses. If you get 
straight A’s you have a 4.0 GPA.

• Your transcript is your official high school 
record.

• NOTE:  You need a GPA of 2.5 to meet 
Montana University entrance requirements



PERSONAL & SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT…

• Overall focus on healthy living, positive 
relationships, and leadership development

• Clubs and Organizations

• Service Projects and Activities

• Athletics 

• Special Events

• Community Sponsored Activities

• Hobbies and special interests

NOTE: Check the Poplar Schools website for 
more details.



CAREER PLANNING…

•XELLO
• Personal Assessments

• Career Exploration

• Post-Secondary Options

• Career Development Portfolio

• Certifications and Credentials (Example: CNA)

• College and career fairs, job shadows, etc.

• Financial Planning and Scholarships

• College and Career Center (School Counselor)

• School Counselor webpage



Graduation 
Requirements

Students must 
successfully earn at 

least 22 credits in a plan 
of study that includes 

specific courses in 
English, math, science, 

social studies, and other 
required courses and 

electives. 



Your Graduation Plan
Poplar High School MUS Regents Core MUS Rigorous Core NCAA Division 1

4 English 4 English 4 English 4 English

3 Math (Alg 1) 3 Math (Alg 1<) 4 Math (Alg 1<) 3 Math (Alg 1<)

2 Science 2 Science 3 Science 2 Science

3 Social Studies 3 Social Studies 3 Social Studies 2 Social Studies

2 PE/Health 2 Electives 3 Electives* 1 Additional English, Math, 

or Science

1 Fine Arts 4 Additional English, Math,

Science, Social Studies, 

World Language

.5 Vocational Arts

.5 Technology

6 Electives

2.5 GPA or rank in top ½

or 22 ACT score

*College Prep Electives 2.3 GPA

22 Total Credits
IMPORTANT: 

The Rigorous Core is required 
to be eligible for the Montana 

University System Honor 
Scholarship



You have the 
next 4 years to 

set up the rest of 
your life!



COURSE SELECTION
In addition to required 

courses, electives are 
intended to give 

students opportunity to 
take courses of special 

interest to them and to 
help them be better 

prepared for their chosen 
career pathway.



CAREER 
EXPLORATION

Use what you have 
learned about yourself 
through your middle 
school career 
exploration activities 
to help you select high 
school courses right for 
you.



English Math Science Social

Studies

Health/PE Fine Arts Technology Vocational 

Arts (CTE)

World 

Languages

Other Electives

English 9 Pre-Algebra Earth

Science

World 

History

Health/PE

9

Intro to Art Digital Media Accounting Dakota 

Language 

Weightlifting

English 10 Algebra I Biology World 

Geography

Health/PE 

10

Art II Computer 

Apps

Business 

Management
Dakota 

Singing

Jobs for Montana 

Graduates

English 11 Geometry Advanced 

Science

US History Drawing/

Painting

Audio 

Production

Woods 1-2 Yearbook/ 

Newspaper

English 12 Algebra II Government Native Art Video 

Production

Construction DC Public 

Speaking**

DC College 

Writing**

Adv Math Guitar/Piano Auto DC Nursing**

Business 

Math

Chorus 1-4 Metal 1-2 Accellus Online 

Courses

DC College 

Algebra**

Band 1-4 Agriculture

Music 

Appreciation

Family & 

Consumer 

Sciences

Drumline Native Foods

PHS COURSE OFFERINGS* 

*Course offerings are subject to change depending on student interest, staffing, etc.
**Dual Credit:  Students earn high school and college credit



In Closing…
Your education is empowering because it will help you make 
healthy choices, provides you with knowledge and skills, and 
opens doors to opportunities and important connections with 
others.

It has been said that education is the great equalizer. As 
educators, we talk about options and success. We want you to 
have a good life and reach your full potential. We also want to 
help reduce the chances of you living your life in poverty.  
Studies show that 1) graduating from high school, 2) holding a 
full-time job, and 3) waiting until at least age 21 and married 
to have children are the major factors in reducing the chances 
of living in poverty.

Remember, you have the next 4 years to set up the rest of 
your life. Make them count!



QUESTIONS?

For further information regarding 
course selection and planning for high 
school after today’s presentation, 
please contact your school counselor.



THANK YOU!
Best wishes to you and your family over the next 4 years as 

you take this next step on your life’s journey. 


